FARMING COMMUNITIES EXHIBIT
WE FEED THE WORLD
A picture tells a thousand words, and there’s no doubt that photography is an incredibly powerful
way to tell a story or share a message. But all too often, the person in the photograph does
not participate in this onward process after their image is taken and shared. We believe that
participation and informed consent is essential and so when we produced We Feed the World, we
also sent packs of 50 of the prints to all of the farmers and communities photographed for the
exhibition. This meant that not only did they get to see the final results of their photo shoot,
but they were also able to hold their own small, local exhibitions to celebrate their participation
and achievements, and to see other farmers and fisherfolk around the world, who face similar
challenges and joys as them. Here we share some of those exhibitions.

EAST FLORES, INDONESIA
Our photographer Martin Westlake revisited the
community of Likotuden, East Flores Island in
Indonesia, where he had previously taken photos
of the women sorghum farmers, to show the
community their photos first hand. Martin said, “it
was very precious to see how overjoyed they were with
the photos”. The women organised a small event in the
village for World Food Day 2018.

ISLES OF UIST, SCOTLAND
In Scotland, The Scottish Crofting Federation (SCF)
organised a two day exhibition in tandem with their
‘Spirit of Crofting’ event in Rothes, Moray.
Celebrating the diversification and growth of
crofting, they ran a series of talks, workshops as
well as hosting an awards ceremony for new young
entrants to crofting. Crofters came from all over the
mainland, highlands and the islands to participate.

From Moray in Scotland to Panay Island in the Philippines,
farmers and communities have been uniting to host their
own community exhibitions, spreading the message about
how small-scale farmers feed the world.
ISLAND OF PANAY, PHILLIPINES
The ZIDOFA Rice Association on the island of
Panay, Philippines held an exhibition in Iloilo
City Mall, in the island’s capital. Some of the local
farmers also sent us endorsements by displaying the
name of the exhibition on their rice sacks.
In December 2018 the farmers exhibited the photos
once again during their annual Pantat (catfish)
Festival in their hometown of Zarraga.

PUERTO COLOMBIA, AMAZON
The community of Puerto Colombia and their
neighbours came together in the Malocca (the
village hall) for a women’s meeting along the Tiquié
river in the Colombian Amazon. Seeing the photos
for the first time, they held their workshops and then
brought together the rest of the community to hear
the stories of other farmers and fisherpeople from
around the world.
The photos will be travelling between other
communities in the region and the Amazon.

SELKIE, FINLAND
This Selkie exhibit was organised on 16th November
2018 as a part of a village council event “Traditions
of Selkie” at the Selkie school. Additionally, Matti
Martikainen prepared 8mm films from 1960s and
1970s from Selkie on bear hunting, fisheries, berry
picking, preparing traditional bread, and many other
traditional actions.

ESTELI, NICARAGUA
The FEM (Foundation Between Women) of Esteli,
Nicaragua hosted a big celebration on the 31st
October for the 24th anniversary of the FEM and in
commemoration of The International Day of Rural
Women (15th October).
200 FEM members came together from the region
to celebrate the occasion with their own food and
Hibiscus wine. Juanita Villareyna from FEM said,
“it was a beautiful event and it makes us proud as rural
women to be part of the We Feed the World project”.

DEVON, ENGLAND
Chagford community market garden hosted an
exhibition of the photos in conjunction with their
annual harvest festival on Saturday 20th October
2018. The event was attended by more than 150
people who took a keen interest in the photos
and the campaign for greater recognition of the
smallholder farmers who truly feed the world.

DLHA NAD VAHOM, SLOVAKIA
After attending the opening of the exhibition in
London and participating in various talks, farmer
Zuzana Pastorkova, brought the exhibition to
her village Dlha Nad Vahom in Slovakia. In a
neighbour’s courtyard she celebrated the stories of
other farmers with a traditional feast from her own
market garden.
More than 50 people came on the day and Zuzana
is due to visit two primary schools with the photos
to give talks to the children about where their food
comes from. Over winter, the photos will be in
display in a cafe in Bratislava.

KUSTRINGEN, SWEDEN
In the town of Kustringen, Sweden, the fishing
community held a small exhibition in the town
shopping centre. The fisherfolk of the town are
fighting to be allowed to continue fishing in their
bay.

SAN ISIDRO, MEXICO

SEVILLE, SPAIN

The community of San Isidro and partner, Collective
For Autonomy took the photographs on tour to
maize festivals and speaking events to share their
experience of fighting against the invasion of their
communal lands by multinational corporation
Amway-Nutrilite. The photographs helped attract a
wider audience and inspire solidarity and discussion
around the challenges they were collectively facing.

In Seville, The Andalusian Seed Network (RAS)
organised an exhibition in the Public Library of
Seville, Biblioteca Pública Infanta Elena.
To run alongside this, they also organised a series
of events, talks and workshops where farmers and
seed savers from the region gave various talks,
telling their own stories to the public and discussing
the importance of seed diversity, synergistic and
biodynamic farming and food sovereignty at the
grassroots level in Andalusia.

GLEBE FARM, SOMERSET
In Somerset, at Glebe Farm, Lizzie and Rob
Walrond displayed their photos in their ‘veg shack’,
some in their shop and some in their cafe.
“They caused a lot of good talking points, questions and
just pure admiration of the beauty and originality of the
pictures and their subjects. We loved hosting our little
part of the exhibition”. Lizzie Walrond, Somerset.

BENIN, WEST AFRICA
12 communities of Benin, including Todedji,
organised a festival and exhibition in tandem with
the national day of ancestral religions, with over
4300 visitors.
“GRABE Benin…created a photo exhibition to show the
whole community, the work of Beninois farming women
and from the rest of the world. Thanks to Gaia for this
support and providing this opportunity. The women and
the whole community were really happy because it took
them back to the solidarity between women’s groups and
the rewarding work of the land”.

WAIPATU, NEW ZEALAND
In New Zealand, Hanui Lawrence, a farmer from
Aunty’s Garden, organised a small exhibition in the
Marae (Maori community centre) of Waipatu town,
where the first Maori Parliament was held in 1892.
They are now planning the next exhibition at the
Community Arts Gallery. Hanui’s farm is within
the Marae communal lands and produces for the
community.

With huge thanks and admiration to all of the farmers and communities
featured in We Feed the World.
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